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Evolution of the DNADay  Essay Contest 
2008 

Ø   Invitation from ASHG to partner with them in DNADay 
Ø   Branch of the Education Committee 
 2009  
Ø   Submission from ESHG Website 

www.dnaday.eu 
 



Evolution of the DNADay  Essay Contest 

2008 : Italy (50) 
2009 : MZ (33) 
2010 : Italy (34) 
2011 : Italy (54) 
2012 : Italy (57) 
2013 : Romania (44) 
2014 : Italy (33) 
2015 : BH (59) 
2016 : Turkey (49) 



Goals of the DNADay 

Ø  The essay contest is meant as a learning tool  
 
Ø  To promote knowledge of genetics within Europe 
 
Ø  Challenge students to examine, question and reflect on the importance  
and social implications of genetic research and its applications  
 
Ø  Essays are expected to contain substantive, well-reasoned arguments  



Ø  Early November : Chose the question (ASHG) 
 
Ø  November  : Submission open 
Ø  Later November : letter to National Genetics Society Presidents  
 
Ø  December-February : Organization and promotion within each country 
 
Ø  March  : Deadline for submission to the ESHG website 
Ø  March  – April  : corrections/judge  
 
Ø  April 25th : DNADay 
Ø  April 25th : Essay Contest winners will be announced 

Timeline 



Questions 2016 



DNADay 2016 

1st place : Romania 
2nd place : Italy 
3rd place : Italy 



Acknowledgments 
This year the essays were scored by more than 60 geneticists 

Belgium 3   Brazil 3   Bulgaria 1   Canada 3   Czech Republic 1 
France 2   Georgia 1   Germany 1  Hungary 1   Ireland 2 
Israel 3   Italy 8   Lithuania 1  Mexico 2   Oman 1 
Poland 1   Portugal 1   Puerto Rico 1  Romania 3  Serbia 1 
Slovenia 2   Spain 4   Sweden 1   Switzerland 1  Turkey 3 
United Kingdom 5    United States 4 

The ESHG would like to thank the following colleagues who accepted 
act as judges : 
 
Abzianidze, Amaral, Bartoloni, Battistuzzi, Birot, Borkowska, Bulk, Clarke, Cordier, Coviello, Davies, de 
Ravel, del Favero, DeLozier, Dominguez Garrido, Galvao, Golberg, Gonzaga-Jauregui, Gonzalez, 
Gonzalez Herrera¨, Hachmeriyan, Hand, Heavin, Holzerova, Konstantopoulou, Kovesdi, Lev, Liaugaudiene, 
Louro, Lovrecic, Lundin, Macek, Mari, Marks, Masotto, Maya, Mercader, Mostafavi, Porfirio, Prokopenko, 
Puiu, Quarrell, Radivojevic, Ragoussis, Rajab, Ramia, Rusconi, Sahin, Santos, Seabra, Severin, Simenson, 
Sinnettt, Stoicanescu, Taneri, Tirado, Torres, Turco, Ugur, Whittle, Wyatt, Youngblom and Zagorac 
 


